(onfderations upon the Att of Parliament , for reverſms 
the Fudgment in a Quo Warranto againſt the Gty 


of London, and for reſtoring the City of London 
to its Ancient Rights and Privileges. 


I. HE ſaid Judgment, and thc 

Proceedings thereupon, are de- 

clared to be Arbitrary and II- 
legal, p. 104. and in purſuance of this De- 
. claration, that Judgment-is reverſed 3 and 
the City rettorcd to all irs Ancient Rights, 
Liberties, and Franchiſes whatſocvcr;z and 
all Charters, Letters Patents, Grants and 
Commiſſions, during the time of the avoi- 
dance of the Charter in the two laſt Reigns, 
for incorporating the Citizens an! Commo- 
ralty of the faid City, or touching. or con- 
cerning, any of thcir Liberties and Franchi- 
les, &e, are declarcd and adjudged to be null 
and void, to all intents and purpoſes what- 
lorvcr, p. 104, to 157, 

2. Notwithitanding this, it was not rea- 
lonable, that the City, which was no way 
conſenting to its own distranchiſcment 3 
but was wholly Paſſive in it, ſhould ſuffer 
or be prejudiced, as to its main concerns 3 
but that all. Prucccdiogs in Law or Equity, 
all Leaſes made or gronted, with the Cau- 
tions and Proviſocs limitcd in the Ad ; all 

udgments, Decrecs, and Sentences had, and 
obtained by any Perſon or Perſons, taking, 
upon them to be Truſtees for, or concern- 
ng any Lands, &«c. all Freedoms, to which 
any Perfons being natural Born Subjects or 
Denizons, had been admitted fince the (aid 
Judgment giver, that all th:ſe ſhould land 
ard remain in full Forcc and Effc& ; fo far 
4; all or any of thc (aid Proceedings were 
& would have bcen, had the Chaztcx nut 


becn voided, matcrial'y Legal; being trant- 
atcd and done according co the uſual Mc- 
thods, and with the ufual Forms of Law and 
Juſtice, reſp: &ively belonging and appertain- 
ing to them, becauſe though all theſe things 
for want of a Charter, were now tranſadted 
by Commilſion from the King z yet if all the 
Proceedings upon the faid Commiſſion, fur 
the ſpace of ſv many Years had been decla- 
red null and void 3 the Reſtitution of the 
Charter would have been a far greater mil- 
ghict than the avoidance of it, and the incon- 
vycniences would have becn unſpeakable,which 
the City muſi have ſuffered by the nullity of 
ſo many reaſonable and juſt, as well as 
weighty and important Proceedings z and 
according]y it, is wiſely provided by this Act, 
that all the Proceedings aforeſaid, though 
fllegal in thernſclves, confide. ing the root of 
Autnority from whence they ſprang, yet ſhall 
be deemed and adjudged to be tirm and va- 
lid, as it the Charter had been ſtanding, and 
the ſame Afﬀairs had bcen tranſated in the 
old and uſuzl courfe, under the Authority and 
influence of the fame. 

7. When it 15 ſaid in general terms, that 
the Judgment given againſt the Charter, 
and the Proceedings thereupon, is and were 
Ilcgal ard Arbitrary , and that all Charters, 
I ceters, Pattents, Grants, Commitſions, &c. 
For Incorporating the Citizens and Cummo- 
ralty of the fail City, or any of them, or 
touching, , or concerning any of their Li- 
beirtics and Franchifcs, &e. arc declared and 

{\ adjudged 


aJjudged to be null and void, to all intents 
and purpoſes whatloevcr. 

And when it is then further added, for 
the reaſon that hath been given, viz, to pre- 
vent many and great miſchicts and incon- 
veniences, that would otherwiſe accrue that 
notwithitanding any thing contained in the 
ſaid general Clauſes z yet iv fome particular 


caſes mentioned in the AQ, that the Pru- fi 


ceedings upon, and aftcr the ſaid Judgment, 
ſhall be, and are confirmed as to their cc ; 
though in their cauſe , that is, to ſay the 
Authority from whence they were derived, 
they arc dcclar.d and adjudged to have been 
Arbitrary ard Illegal z from theſe two things 
cornlidered and refl:&cd upon, .there are thele 
een very natural! Coroltarics, or deductions to 
b2: made. 

Firlt, That the genetal” Clauſes' would! 
have bezn'in vain, whereby the, Judgment' 
againſt the Charter, andthe Proceedings 
thereupon are declared to be Htegal, and the 
{aid Proctedings to be null and void 3 nay, 
they would have been abſurd and tudicrotis, 
unbecoming the wiſdom and gravity of that 
great Aſſembly, by which with the 'Royat 
Aﬀent they were enaQcd, if after this either 
cxpreſly, or by ahty reaſonable innuendoes , 
or intimations of ſuch a deſign; all the Pro- 
cecdings upon the ſaid Judgment, had becn 
mtended os implycd, to be by the fame Legi- 
fators in the ſame Act Authorized and Con- 
farmed, {DI | 

Secondly, The Proviſoes themſelves would 
have bzen cqually incongruous and abſurd 
if all thoſe Acts and Proceedings upon or 
aſter the ſaid Judgment, which were not 
confirmed by any fuch Proviſocs, were not- 
withſtanding to ttand good, and remain in 
tull Force and Effc. 

Third'y, Thus much therefore 1s certain, 
ard almolt ſelf-cvident to cvery Perſon of 
common underlianding, that where there 13 
a gzncral clauſe of nullity and avoidance of 
all the As of 2n Illegal Power, to which 
there are ſubjoined, ſome particular cxcep- 
tions by particular Proviſocs made in that 
behalf 3 that ajl thoſe Afts, which ncither 
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come within the Letter of the id Proviſoes, 
nor ſo much as within the rcaſon and inten- 
tion of them, are by the general Clauſes cya. 
cuitcd and annull d, and the general Rule, in 
caſes not excepted, is fortity'd and ſtrength. 
en'd by the exceptions from it, according to 
that ol4' Maxim, which is grounded upon 
the higheſt and the plaincli. realon, exceptis 
rmat regulam in non exceptis. 

Fourthly, The word Alderman, not being 
ſo much as named thoroughout this whole 
AR of Parliament, it is of necciſity to be 
granted, that all thoſe Aldermen, that were 
admitted into that Honourable Court, after 
Judgment given againſt the City Charter, 
till the date of this Act ot Parliament, for 
the reverſing, of that Judgment, that is to 
lay, till the twentieth day of May 16g, 
were 1llegally admitted; that Judgment and 
the Proceedings thereupon or thercafter, till 
the time of reltiturion , being declartd to 
have been Arbitrary and Illegal, 

Fitthly, The (aid Admiſhons being Atbi- 
trary and Illegal in themfelves, and not be- 
ing confirmed by any Special Proviſoe, nor 
contairied within the true reaſon of all, or 
any of the faid Proviſoes 3 they are by this 
A& of Parliament made null and void, that 
is to ſay, thoſe Gentlemen ſo unduly and 
illegally admitted , have no Right to wear 
their Gowns, or to Sit and Ac as Aldermen 
any longer, in virtue of any ſuch legal Ad- 
miſſion, not confirmed by this AR. 

That they do not come within the Letter 
of avy of the Proviſoes, is plain, becauſe 
they are not ſo much as mentioned or nam- 
cd in any of them 3 ſo that jt cannot be ſaid 
there is any cxpreſs Proviſion made in their 
behalt. 

That they are not included within the rec- 
ſon or intention of any of them, (tho this 
would hardly be (ufticient to give them a 
Title at Common Law) will b: plain to any 
Man, that ſhall duly weigh, and conſider 
the rcafon of the Provifocs, which is two- 
fold. 

Firſt, that the Publick , or the City in 


comumnen, and thoſe with whom they _ 
ate 
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a&cd might not ſuffer, for want of a juſt 
and rcatonable Confirmation of ail thoſe 
materially Legal As and Proceeding , 
which were had or done from the avoidance 
of the Charter, to the reltitution ot it, 

Secondly, That private Perſons, who had 
bought Offices within the Mayor or Sheriffs, 
or in any wiſe in the Cirics gift, and who were 
competently quality'd tor thetx ermployments, 
and capable of them had the Charter {tood, 
might not be turned out of them, to the 
ercat loſs, if not ruin of themſclves and Fa- 
milics, only for want of a Jult and Legal Ti- 
tle; a detct which the Parliament by their 
Authority, was vcry well ableto ſupply, as 
accordingly it hath done 3 and as in (trict e- 
quity it was obliged to do but of this a little 
more (hall be iaid in its proper placc. 

Now as to the Firſt of theſe reaſons of the 
ſaid Proviſoes 3 it is manifeſt the Aldermen 
are not included in it, nor in the ſccond nci- 
ther, for it could be no diſadvantage to the 
City in gencral, nor to themſelves in particu- 
lar, for them to rclign their Seats in the Court 
of Aldermen, and put themſclves upon a 
new Choice in their reſpc&ive Wards, any 
more than it was in the Caſe of Common 
Council-men, of whom a new Choice was 
expreſly enjoined 3 nay, the Majority have 
agreed, that it was for the City's Intcrcli to 
chule a new Common Council z becauſe they 
have choſen other Membcrs, for reaſons that 
do as nearly concern ſome ot the preſent pre- 
tended Court of Aldermen. as they did ſome 
of the late Common Council. 

It cou!d be no diſadvantage to themſelves, 
to be diſmiſt from their Station cf Aldermen 
of the City, any more than for oth<rs. to be 
diſmiſt from the Common Covnci), tor nei- 
ther the one nor the othcr gets any thing, by 
the Bargain, only the trouble of an Alder- 
man is ſo much the greater, as Courts uf 
Aldermen are more fr.qu:it than Common 
Councils 3 and there is a charge of congru- 
ty, though not of abſolutc necelity atti:d- 
ng it, they being obligcd for the Honor of 
the City, to live in ſome greater port and 
tquipage than they did before, and for thee 
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two reaſons, becaulc tizey could not well ſpare 
lo much time from their private Aﬀtairs, and 
becaule of a Charge accompanying that S:2- 
tion, which canrot without diſhonor bc a- 
voided; there are multitudes that kave chig- 
ſen from time to time, rather to pay a cou- 
ſiderable Fine to the Chamber of Londen . 
than undergo the unprohtable fatigue and 
trovb'e of that dignity, b.tides the expenc? 
and charge, that uſually gozs along wit, 
if, 

Sixthly, Which is the f1xth Corollary , 
dceducible trom the premilcs : He that is rv 
Alderman within the meaning of this Act , 
by which all thule Aﬀs aud Proceedings, due» 
ring, the avoidance of the Chartcr, are cx- 
preily declared and adjudged to be null and 
void 3 which are not by fome efpecial Pro 
viſoe particularly contirmcd 3 I fiy, fuch a 
Perſon, let him be who he will, can be no 
Lord Mayor, becauſe the Lord Mayor ac- 
cording to the Ancient Cuſtoms and Uſages 
of the City, is to be choſen out of the Court 
of Aldermen, and all thole Ancient Ufages, 
and Culloms, are by this Ak of Parliament 
rcliored and contirmed, 

Scventhly, Sir, T. P. who laid down his 
Gown, while the City Chartcr was till and- 
ing, and took it up again without any Legal 
Warrant atter the date of the Julgment, ard 
before that of this Act of Poriiament, is 1143 
Legal Alderman 3 and by coni.guence, he 
cennot make a Legal Lord Maycr. 

Eighthly, Thoſe Gentlemen, who hv: 
continued and fat as Alicormon, diuing all 
this interval of the avoidance ct the Char- 
tcr; and were fo by a due and lawtul Ele- 
ction and Deſignation thacto , betore the 
Judgment given, have (iil] a rigiit to conti- 
nuc, Sit and Act in that caracity, now th« 
ſaid Chartcr is rcfiorcd, and the faid Jude. 
tent reverſed 3 becauſe the declared Frd and 
Scope of the At of Parliament, nizgde 
this -occation, was to tcitic 
Ancicnt Conllitution, as it food when tae 
Charter was {ized into thc Ifmg's Hands; of 
which Conliitutioa thy thimicives were ar 
mgueſtionable Par: ; ! it che Aldermen 
\ 2 
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ſince the Judgment do pretend a Right, yet 
they cannot but conte(s at tne fame mite, 
that thoſe that were made (o beforc it, have, 
if not a greater, for an abſolute Right will 
admit of no compariſons; yet a much more 
plain and manifeti Right than they. 

Ninthly, Thoſe of the Court of A'der- 
men, that lay'd down their Gowns, and de- 
ſiſted from any further attendance upon that 
Court, at any time between the Judgment 
given , and the Reſtitution of the Charter by 
the Ac of Parliament tor reverting of it, be- 
ing Legal Aldermen while the Charter was 
ſtanding, anJ at the time of its avoidance ; 
may, as many of them as are now ſurviving, 
take up their Gowns again, and Ad in the 
ſame capacity that they did bctore 3 they not 
making a voluntary ſurrender, but conceiv- 
ing themſelves under a Moral incapacity to 
A&, by reaſon of the Illegality of the Com- 
miſſion it ſelf, or not liking the Company 
that was obtruded upon them, whom they 
might not look upon as Legal Aﬀeſſors in 
that Honourable Court; or fearing, to be 
queſtioned in Parliament for what thcy did ; 
as this very Parliamcnt hath declared, the 
Seizure of the Charter, and the Proceedings 
conſequent upon it, to have been Arbitrary 
and Illegal ; and theretore they religned, not 
b:caule they would not AQ&; but becauſe 
they thought they could not, bcing morally 
diſabled for any further Service, tor i4 1:12 
poſſremus , quod poſſumuns de jure, but the 
Charter berg, reſtored, the capacity of at- 
ing, returned together with it, and the fur- 
render bting an involuntary thing, created 
by {cruples which they did not make, and 
which they could not get over, the Right 
of ating till remained, whenever the Ley l 
capacity thould rcturn ; as a Lawyer lays by 
I; Gown, and appears at no Bar in the time 
of the Vacation ; referving {till to himſelt a 
Right of doing both, whcn ever the Term 
[hall return. 

However, this is ſpoken, and the Author 
umbly dcfircs it may be fo interpreted , 
Without any rficction apon thoſe hone lt an 
worthy Gentlemen , who continued it33! to 
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a&t, during all the time of the avoidance of 


the Chartcrz, which as it muſt be confeſſed, 
to have bcen a ſignal Service rendred to the 
City and thc Nation, by influencing in ſome 
m-alure the Proceedings of the Court, and 
by hindering of worſe Mcn from Sitting in 
their Placesz fo was it an undoubted Argu- 
ment of courage an1 a publick Spirit 3 and 
no ſign of want, either of Integrity or Judg- 
ment z tor the Judges and the Lawyers them- 
elves, were not agrecd, as to the Legality of 
the Seizure of the Charter and its Franchi- 
ſes into the Kings Hands; aid much more 
then might thoſe, who do not profeſs the 
Law, but depend wavlly upon others for their 
Seati ments in thelc caſes, bz divided in their 
Opinions concerning itz and now in God's 
Name let them unite together, tor the be- 
hoot and ſervice of their Country in the ge- 
neral, and of this Famouz and Renowned 
City in particular 3 fiace they both confe(s the 
Reſticution to be Legal, whatever diſputes or 
c.mtroverlics may ariſe concerning the Sci- 
Zure, Which there is now no rcalon to keep 
liirring any longer, 

Tenthly, and Laſtly, From all that hath 
been (aid, there is this furthcx Confcctary to 
be deduced, viz. that the Legal Court of Al- 
d-rmcn, now the Chartcr 13 reltored, doth 
and will conlift of three ſorts of Perſons. 

Ficlt, ſuch as were L:gal Aldermen betore 
the Scizure, and have continued evcr fince to 
alt in thit capacity. 

Sccondiy, Ot fuch as laid down rher 
Gowns. fince the giving of Jadgment a- 
gain{i the City 3 being before it Legal and 
duly quality'd Aldermen of the fam, if they 
pleaſe to relume their Gowns and thcir Pots 
again, 

And thirdly, Such as (hill be Legally pre- 
ſentcd by tlic reſpective Wards, and accept- 
el by the Court of Aldermen, to ſupply the 
vacanci:s in thole Wards, where an Aldr- 
man is wanting, 3 but all that took upon them 
that Stile and Title, during the avoidance, 
not being Legally poſſeſſed of it betore 3 are 
by this Act of Parliamcnt manifeſtly promibit- 
ed from acting any longer, cither to the ,-s 
jagice 
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judice of thoſe that haye a Legal Riphe, or 
otherwiſe, where there is a vacancy, without 
2 new ElQion. 

Fourthly, But in anſwer to all this, there 
is a Clauſe of proviſion in the At of Parlia- 
ment, whic\1 is (umpt up in defence of thoſe 
Gentlzmen, who a&.d under the Name and 
Notiou of Aldermen of this City, whom the 
forcgoirg Corollaries would exclude, it will 
be worth, our while therefore impartia)ly 11 
conlidcr it > the « hole Clauſe is as tollowceth. 


And be it Enacted by the Autho- 
. rity afozeſaid, that all Officers and 
'Miniſters of the ſaid City, that right- 
fullp held any Office o2 Place in the 
ſaid City 02 Libertics thereof, o2 in 
the Bozough of Southwark, at the time 
when the ſaid Judgment was given, 
arc hereby confirmed, and ſhall have 
and enzoy the ſame as fully as then 
held them at the time cf the ſaid 
Judgment given ; exccpt ſuch as 
have voluntarilp ſurrend?ed any ſuch 
Office 02 Place, o2 have been remov- 
> fo2 any juſt cauſe ; and that evern 
Perſon who ſince the ſaid Judgment 
given, hath bcen choſen, admitted, 
02 placed into any Office 02 Emplon- 
ment within the ſaid City, upon the 
death, ſurrender, 02 removal, as afo2c- 
ſaid, of the fozmer Officers, ſhall bc 
and 18 hereby confirmed mn hits ſatd 
Office 02 Emplopinent, and ſhall have 
aud enjon the fame m as tull and 
ample manner, as if he had been 
admitted 02 placed therein acca?ding 
: the Ancient Cuſtoms of the ſat! 
ty, 


For the right and clear underſtandiny, of 
wich Clauſe,therc ace theſe tollowing things 
to be conlidercd. 

Firſt, It can never be to9 often ſago; ted 
and retl:cte4 upon in this cafe, that the Sci- 
zwre &f the Charter, and the Proceedings 
Mereapan , being declared to be A bitrary 
ad Vogal it init needs be very abiud 
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and incongruous, to ſuppoſe, that any more 
of the (aid Proceedings was intended to be 
corfirmed by this Act of Patliament 3 but 
only ſuch as could not be annulPd or va- 
cated without a publick Miſchief 3 or at 
Icaſt a private hardſhip and injuſtice to par- 
ticulir Perſons, who had a fair title in equi- 
ty to better ufags, and muſt ſvfter extreme- 
ly by the repeal of all choſe Ads, which 
pallcd from and under the Commiſſion 3 to 
contirm the {aid Proceedings any farther than 
this, being to» Abett Arbitrary, aud Illegal 
things tor nv reaſon at all , unleſs 1t were 
becauſe they were Arbitrary and Illegal; and 
at that rate, it had been more ſuitable to the 
fame detign to confirm the Judgrnent given, 
which would at the ſame time have juflity'd all 
the Proceedings thereupon, than to reverſe it, 
Secondly , This Paragraph by the very 
wording and penning ot it, however obſcure 
and ambiguous it may be pretended to be, 
does manifeſtly con:ain mitter of privilege, 
h-netit, and advantage, and this is te mean- 
ing of thoſe words, that all Officers and 
Miniiters of the ſaid City, that rightfully 
held any Ofhce or Place, &c. are here- 
by contirmed , and (hall have and en- 
jy the ſame, as tally as, &c. and after- 
wards, that every I'c:f1mn, who tince the 
faid Judgment piven, hath been choſen, ce, 
(all be, and is her by contirmed in his faid 
Othce or Empioymznt, and (hall have and 
enjoy the (ame, in as (u'll and amp'c manner 
as if &c, now the word confirming , plainly 
imp'ics a Privilege or Emolument, ac-rumg 
from tac Othce or Thing confirmed 3 and 
loox5 a3 if it were (omething worth contenc- 
ing tor, worth putting in a claim of equi+ 
fy, ta ordcy to be coritiiumed 1 and the hav 
ing an copying as tally, and in as full and 
amp'c manner as, &c. are terms denoting. a 
comideratyie advantige, and fuch as amannts 
t a ſabtiſtencc for lite at lealt, if it will not 
ad.1 Ornament and Spl.ndor to it, as many 
ot the City Othces are known to do by the 
Salaries, ard Fergquitites reſp.CGtivcly belong» 
ns (to nm. naw if avy Man will tell me, 
tc protzt or 2Q7antage of bing an 
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Aldcrman lies, unleſs it be an advantage to 
fpend more Moncy, to keep greater Ho{p:- 
rality within doors, and to appear wit! 
greater Port and Grandevr without 3 to be 
at more trouble, and aftcr all, to have no- 
thing but his labor for his patas, then 1 
will confeſs, thit an Alderman is an Othce 
within the micaning, of this Claule, ard that 
it w.s worth the while to be conhremed and co 
ac and (olicite to be confirmed in a Stacton, 
which ſo many do ycarly and almolt dayly 
pay conſiderable {umms of Money to avoid,and 
which others have laid dowv, out ct mcre 
weartincls end irkſumnels to continue any 
longer in it 3 and out of a ſenſe of the da- 
mage and inconvenience, which accrucd by 
fo frequent giverlions and avocations, to 
their own private and domeltick Aﬀairs 3 but 
if all this be quite contrary to the very truth 
it there be ro advantage in it, but a great 
d:al of troub'c, fatigue, and unneccſſary ex- 
p:nce altogethcr, for the luke ct others, who 
are the only gaincrs by it , then this is not 
an Office within the meaning of this Claulc, 
by which there is nothing more certain, than 
that a benctit or advantzge was intended to 
be convey'd toall, that have any intcrcli or 
CONCern 111 its 
See a Book-Intit.the True indced it 1s, that 
Preſent State of the Aldcimen, belidcs 
Loid. and another that they are Prelidents, or 
cred the Royal Foremen, or Chairmen of 
pag rang of Conli- their reſpective Ward- 
motcsz and thar they Sit 
in that Charact.r, upon the Bench at Guild- 
hall; havirg, the chict Adminiltration ot the 
Afairs of the City, committed to their Truft 
and Care; they are likes ife Juliiccs, or 
Keepers of the Peace, in their ReſpeQive 
Wards, and all that arc pait the Chair, and 
the three that arc ncxt it, have the ſame ju- 
riidicion all over the City, and ſome of 
them all over Middleſex and Surrey 3 but this 
though it be indeed a great Honcur and Dig- 
nityz yet it 15 a greater Burthen, without 
any proper advantage to themſelves, what- 
focver it may be to the Clerks ating under 
them; 2nd tnereture as ſuch they do not 
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conc within the mcaving cf this Proviſoe; 
which was to 52.421 and conhrm ſuch Offi 
ces and Rig: $. 4S WIIC ot advantage and be- 
netit co the Pot flours. 

And in covtideration of che great trouble, 
charg2 and expence th:y 
are at, by taxis the 
Stile and Character of 
Aldermen ct thy City upon them It is ex- 
preſly oxdaincd in one of the Royal Char. 
ters, Which is contirmcd by, and contained 
in the great Roval Charter of K. Charley ll, 
that as long as they (hall continue Alder- 


Roy. Charter of 
Contirmation p. 64, 


men there, and (hall bear the charge of Al . 


dermen proper, and allo thole, which beforg 
had bcen Aldermen 3 and have alfo with their 
great colis and expenccs Born the Othces of 
Mayoralty, thall not bz put in any Allzes, 
Juries, or Attaints, Recognizances or Inqui. 
litions out of the (aid City 3 and that with- 
out that City, neither they nor any of them 
be made Coll:tors, or Colleor, Aileſlor, 
Taxcr, Overſeer , or Comptroler of the 
Tenths, Fifteenths, Taxcs, Tallages, Sub- 
lidics, or other charges or impolitions what- 
loever, &c, So, that it ſcems not only the 
Aldermen, but the Mayor himlclt, notwith- 
ſtanding any contigent advantages, which 
may or may not happen, have been always 
reckoned to be in Stations ot great expence 
and trouble ; and though it be a privilege and 
advantaye to the City, to be governed by 
ſuch Perſons of their own chuling, and of 
their own Body; yet, that to the Perſons 
themſelves, it was, and was looked upon, 
as an inconvenicnce and a Burthen 3 and for 
this reaſon , neither the Mzyor nor Alder- 
men come within the meaning ard deſign 
of this Clauſe z and the ſame may bs faid 
likewiſe of th: Shcritts, who are at a very 
great charge, in the diſcharg of that weigh- 
ty and important Trutt, without any pro 
ipe&, but what is very remote and verf 
contingent, of any thirg like an cquival:nt 
advantage in the time of their Mayoralty, 
when it (hall come 3 which depends wholly 
upn the uncertain lives, as well of them 
{.lvcs as otlh.rs 3 of themſelves, becaule they 
Know 
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know not whether they ſhall live fo long ; of 
others, becauſe they know not whether they 
will dye then or no; the great advantage 
of the Lord Mayor, conliſting in the difpotal 
of thole Offices by Sale, that fall by deccaſc 
of the ſcycral Officers that hd them, du- 
ring the time of his Government and Admi- 
niliration. a ; 
Thirdly, Furthermore , the ſaid Offices 
hereby contirmed to the relpective Othcia- 
ries of the ſame, are in this Proviſoe called 
not only Offices , but alſo Places and Em- 
ployments z now if a Man ſhould as the 
Queltion, what Place ſuch an one was poſ- 
leſſcd of, or was inveltcd in ? It would be 
abſurd in this cale, to ſay he was an Alder- 
man, becauſe he gets nothing by it 3 bur it 
you ay he is Commiſſioner of the Cuſtym- 
houſe, or he is Poſt-malter General 3 theſe 
indeed are Places in the Engliſh Lauguage z 
becauſe there is profit and bulineſs mixt to- 
gether, a Place being generally underltood 
by an elliptical or curtailed way of fpecch a- 
mong us, of a place of profit or advantage 3 
it cannot be denyed, that this js the moſt 
uſual, and the molt natural acceptation of 
the Word 3 but whatcver becomes of Place, 
_ is certainly a Man's livelyhood 
buſineſs 3 that by which he gets his ſub- 
itence in the World, and if the Queſtion 
were acked, what Employment ſuch a one is 
of? it would be ridiculous to anſwer, he is an 
Alderman,a Mayor,or Shcritf; becauſe by Em- 
ployment,is mcant that which is a Man's own 
proper buſineſs, for the acquitting an Eſtate, 
or for the ſupport of himſelf and Family 3 
whether it be any Craft or Myltery in the 
way of Trade. or any Place or Ofhce, with 
lalary ox perquiſites or both, whether the 
income or gain be more or Icfs, ſo it be that 
in which a Man's particular bufincſs contiſts 
and >; which he endeavours, cither to gut 
an Eſtate by honeſt and lawiul means, cr at 
kaſt to provide a ſublilience tor himlclt, or 
thoſe fox whom he is obliged by Natare , 
Cuſtom, or Law, to makz the b<ii provi- 
hon he can; but if to be an Allerm mn, a 
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Language an Employment, t:.co in an 
Engliſh Act of Parliament ; nothing is more 
certain, than that they cann..t come within 
the mcaning of this Provilo.;, 

Fourthly, But now it by Office, Place, 
and Employment in this Paragraph, we un- 
derſiand all thoſe Ofticcs in the City gift and 
{ervice, from the Recorder to the meanchi 
Ofhcer, belonging to the Lord Mayor, or 
Sherifts,or ty cither of the Compters z recciv- 
ing wages and perquitites for the ſame, and 
having a Legal tenure or poſſeſſion therein, 
then the ſcn{c of this Paragraph is very caſiz, 
and that is manifeily the only true ( nie 
when all is done 3 that whereas, by anotlicr 
Proviſoe in this Act, carc is taken, that all 
the Legal Proceedings, that paſſed from, and 
after the Judgment given apain(t th: City 
Charter, chat is to ſay, all thoſe Proceedings, 
cither.in Law or Equity, that wanted nu- 
thing to make them Lega!, but only a Legal 
Authority and Juri{diQion, ſhould be rati- 
fy'd and confirmed, as in Reaſon and Jultice 
they ought to be, to prevent rhc diforder and 
contulion, that would othcrwiſe enſue up. 
on their nulling and avoidance, fo as to pri- 
vate Perſuns, who were legally poſſefled of 
Othces and Employments in the City Gitt, 
while the Charter ard its Authority were yet 
ſtanding, and in full force and cif. & ; which 
Othces and Employments, were for the moi 
part their livelyhood and fubliltence, which 
they had purchaſed with their Penny ; and 
which they had fiill continued, to the great 
Service and Benefit of the City and its Go- 
vernment, to c<xercife and adminittcr, dv- 
ring all the time that the Charter {toed nul! 
and void, by virtue of the Judgment upon 
the Quo Warrants ; it would have bon thc 
greatclt hardihip in the World, to rewzrd .!t 
thele Services with an cjectment, out of 12:cir 
rclpcctive Placcs; or to put them wron + 
trouble or hazard of a new Choice, wit 
they had alrcady purchaſed and p3j'q t + 
their Employments 3 and when the Ci:arter 
being reltorcd, they were fo naturally a: 4 
righttully reftorcd together with it, by 
having termcrly bclong'd to it, and a- 
%d 
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Cted by and under its wfluence arid vis- 
fue, 

Again, as to thoſe who were admittcd, 
or choſcn into any ſuch Offices after the date 
of the Judgment, or between that and the 
time of the reverting of it, coming in upon 
deceaſe, or upon voluntary ſurrender, or 
upon cjement for a jult and lawtul caulc 
they allo arc by this Proviſo: contirmed, as 
in equity they ought to be, their employ- 
ments being for the moſt part thcir lively- 
hood and (ubliftence 3 they having general- 
ly purchaſed them with their Money 3 being, 
ducly quality*d tor them, and having fcrved 
the City, many of them for ſeveral Years, 
with diligence and faithfulncſs in ther. For 
which rcafons, taken all of them togcther, 
they had a great deal of «quity on their tide, 
and to <je& them, or put them upon a new 
riſque, a new purchaſe, or a new choice in 
theſe circumſtances, would have bcen the 

reatelt and the plaineft hardſhip in the 
Vorld : But now nothing of all this con- 
ccrns thoſe Aldermen, that have been cholen 
or admitted fince the avoidance of the Char- 
ter, they have nothing of equity to plead 
for themſelves ; neither can they complain of 
any hardſhip in being «<zc<&cd, or put upon 
a new choicc in the vacant Wards, ncither 
have they any thing, to plcad for themlclves, 
but only a Poſſcihon which in its root, ac- 
cording to this very AR, is Arbitrary and 1!- 
lcgal 3 and che Parliament not defigning to 
contiym Aibitrary things for no reaſon, but 
only where the things, though defe@ive in 
their Authority, were materially juft, and 
where there would be cruelty and hardſhip 
in making them null and void; it is mani- 
f(t that they, as they do not ceme Within 
the letter of this Paragraph, where the word 
Alderman, is not ſo much as mentioncd, fo 
neither have they any ſhare, or Portion in 
the true mcaning and intention of it z which 
was to ſhew mctrcy in ſome caſes, where «qui- 
table rcaſons Cid fo plainly, and ſo loudly 
rcquire 1t 3 not to contirm Illegal and Arbi- 
trary things in all, which would have becn 
i confirm an] juſtihe the Judgment given, 
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inſtead of dilallowing or condemning it; 
which was the firſt and greatcſt intention 
ot this Act, and bating thc little underwood 
of cquitable Provifoes, is the main timber 
of which it is built and conſiſts; and if a 
poſſeſſion ſbould be pronounced tirm for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe it was a poſſeſſion, 
without regard, whether it were legal or no, 
this would overthrow and confound all pro. 
perty in the World, and make it impoſlible 
tor any Man to be cje&cd out- of an Arbi- 
trary Poſlcſion, otherwiſe than by Force of 
Arms, which is not the I. gal way, and which 
would introduce a State oft War ard Hutili- 
ty in all times and placcs. 

Fitthly, Further yet, all thoſe above men- 
tioned, are City Officers properly (o called, 
that is, they all A& by an Authority deriv- 
cd from the whole Corporation conlidered 
as One intire Body 3, thry are the conſtant Ser- 
vants of the City, belonging to the Lord 
Mayor and Sk crifts for the time being 3 and 
it is of ſuch only, that this Paragrap\ ſpeaks, 
they arc the very words 3 And be it enacted 
by the Authority aforcfaid, that all Othcers 
and Miniſters of the faid City, that right 
tully held, &c. now an Alderman, though 
in a very large ſcnſc of that word, he maybe 
called an Officer; yet is he not a City, but 
Ward Officcr, repreſenting in the Court of 
Aldermen, and acting in the behalt of that 
particular Ward, for which he ſerves : AnAl 
dcxman is not properly an Alderman of the 
City, or of the who!e Corporation 3 but he 
is Alderman of the Waid, Foreman, ot 
Chair-man of the Wardmote, in a particu- 
lar Dilixict or Region of the City , and 
from thence is ſent as a Deputy or Dclegate 
into that Supcrivr Court at Gril{þall 3, and 
the Caſe is the fame with the Common 
Council-Men; they fſcrve allo ſuch a num- 
ber of them in the Common Counc.:, for 
every particuiar Ward, and arc not City vut 
Ward Officers 3 who all taken together in 
both thcle Courts, make up a Court repte- 
ſcatative of the whole Corporation, and d0 
tranſa&t in thcir ficad, and on their bchal 
but caken ſingly, they are vo more City Of: 
c1g, 


(9) 


cers, then a Parliament Man, is Knight or 
Burgeſs for the whole Nation 3 but a Clerk 
of the Parliament, and a Spcaker of the 
Parliament, arc Servants to the whole Na- 
tion 3 becauſe they are Servants to the whole 
Repreſentative Body z and the difference 
between theſe things is Rill further clear, by 
this, that there are diftin&t Clauſes in this 
AR of Parliament, rclating to the Reſtitu- 
tion of the City Charter, and the reſpcive 
Charters ard Franchiſes of particular Com- 
panies 3 and there are alſo diſtinct Proviſoes 
tor confirming the legal and neccffary Pro- 
ceedings in the one, and in the other ; which 
is as much as to ſay, what is clear enough 
in it ſelf, that the whole and part are not 
the lame, and that one part is diliin& from 
anothcr, that the Charter or the Officers of 
the City , are diltin& from thoſe of the 
«ompanies of which it conliſts ; that the 
City Charter or Officer, is not the Charter 
or Officer of a certain Company, nor Vice 
verra, and the Charter or Officer of one 
Company, is not the Charter or Officer of 
another 3 and by the ſame way of reaſoning 
a City Officer, and a Ward Officer are di- 
llin& things 3 a Ward Officer is not a City 
Officer, nor a City Officer as ſuch, the Offi- 
cer of a Ward, or to reduce the whole mat- 
ter into plaincr terms, that an Alderman is 
not an Officcr of the City, properly ſo cal- 
led; and by conſcquence doth not come 
within the meaning of this Clauſe. 

Sixthly, I have made this compariſon, be- 
tween an Alderman and a Parliament Man 
the rather, not only becauſe it is very na- 
tural, becauſe of the Repreſentation of a 
cextain place or diſir.&, and the Fnhabitants 
thereunto belonging in buth caſes but be- 
cauſe H. 3. in the 49th. of whoſe Reign 
lome of our greateſt Antiquaries will necds 
have it, that the Houfſs of Commons at lcaſt 
had its firſt beginning 3 was allo the Firſt 
Fourdcr of this Inflitu-ion, of Governing 
each Ward of the City of London, by its re- 
[peRive Alderman thercunto belonging 3 they 
are the words of Stow, Survey of Lond. 
Þ- 696, 1. King Fobn ——. charged their 


Bayliffs into a Mayor and two Sheriffs, to 
theſe H. 4. added Aldermen, at the tirlf &lj- 
gtble yearly, but afterwards by King Ed- 
ward Ill. made perfgectual Magiſtrates and 
Juſtices of the Peace within thcir Wards ; 
though Mr. Cambaden (eecms to be ct another 
mind, and tclls us, that the Wittens Gemos 
or Corncil of Wiſe Men among the Sz2xong, 
was much the ſame with what we call a.Par- 
liament now-a-days 3 and in this he is follow- 
ed by the Lord Chicf Baron Atkins, in his 
earned Diſcourſe of the Antiquity of the 
Houſe of Commons ; but however that be, 
we do not only read that Hen. III, was the 
Perſon that ſet 41dermen over every Ward ; 
but in his time, we hnd mention alſo of 
the Folkmtoce, which was the ſame with our 
Preſent Common-Council, who were ulſcd 
then upon Emergent occa- 
fions to meet at Parl's- 
Croſs, as they do now at 
Guildhall , where ſomc- 
times the King himſcit ; ſometimes his 
Chick Counſcllors and Minilicrs of State ; 
and ſometimes even Foreign Ambaſſadors, 
and Forcign Kings too, with the Prime of 
our Nobility and Clergy were preſent, fo 
great and venerable an Aſſembly was the 
Common Council of London re. koncd in 
thole days. 

Seventhly , If Common Council Men, 
as Repreſentatives of their relpeAive Wards, 
are not Officers within the mcaving ut this 
Proviſoe, then neither are Aldermen , be- 
cauſe they both repreſent, and both of them 
repreſent the very fame Parſons and Places, 
though the one do it in a Supcrior Orb and 
Station to the other 3 and theretore this rc- 
preſentation, it it do not make an Officer 
within the meaning of this Clauſe in one 
caſe, neither will it in the other; ard clpe- 
cially, when both of thcie Officers, fo cal- 
Icd in the largeſt fenſe avd notion of this 
word, b.ing of the {me nature, which con- 
fiſts whelly in delegation of truft and repre- 
ſentation of Perſons; ycr niither of them 
are directly ramed, and therefore, both of 
them mult cither bs included in it or excluded 

5 by 
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by it. Now that the Common Councll are 
not included in this Paragraph, for the Con- 
frmation of Officers is manifeſt, becauſe a 
new Ele&ion of them is appointed in ano- 
ther Clauſe p; 1! 1. and if it be ſaid, that 
this is only an exception out of that general 
Clauſe, for the Contirmation of Othcers,that 
cannot be neither, becauſe at that rate the 
exception would be much larger than the 
Rule ii (elf; the Common- Council amount- 
ing with the Aldermen, included, who arc 
a part of it to about 260. which is near an 
hundred more than the Ofhcers of the City 
properly ſo called, who reccive Salaries and 
Perquilitzs by their Places ; now this would 
be fo great an abſurdity in an Act of Parlia- 
ment, that it is abſolutely necefſary firſt; 
that the former Paragraph confidered by it 
{@If, be not underfiood of all Othcers in the 
general, in the utmoit Senſe and Latitud< of 
that word 3 as it imports any Polt or Sta- 
tion whatſoever; wherein there is a Truſt 
and a Power for the exccution of it. 2ly. It 
is cqually neceſſary for the ſame reafen, that 
this latter Paragraph comparcd with the tor- 
mer, be undertiood of Officers of a ditfcrent 
naturez and thirdly, if the latter had been 
only an exception out of the former as a 
Rule 3 to prevent the plain claſhing, and 
contradiction of the two Clauſes with cach 
othcr, it {ſhould have been addcd, as is u- 
tual in the Stile and Method of Acts of Par- 
liament in ſuch Caſcs; any thing in this 
Ac to the contrary 1m any wiſe not- 
withſtanding, or words to that effe&, 
E'ghthly, Again the ſame Perſon is both 
Alderman, and Common-Courci! Man at 
the ſame time 3 for every Alderman is a 
Member of the Common-Council 3 now it 
would be vcry ttrange, that the very fam? 
Pcrion confidercd; as a Common-Council- 
Man 3 which it is poflible he wou'd not have 
been, hid he not bren 4lderman hikcwilc 
thou!d be excluded ont of this conarmin; 
Clauſe ; and yet as an 4/dirman be includ- 
&d, wh:(n' he 15 not fo much as named in 
vithcr reſpect 3 and win the Repreſenta: 
tzon is the fame, and of the fame Perſons 


in both caſes, only in the Common-Couns 
cil.Man, as barely ſuch , it is but Tempo- 
rary, in the Alderman it is perpetual, in the 
Alderman the Repreſentation is more con- 
ſtant; inaſmuch as Courts of Aldermen , 
are more frequent and more certain than 
Common-Counci's 3 and inasmuch as he 
always Ads in his Ward in that capacity, 
though neithcr Court of Aldermex, nor 
Common-Council be Sitting 3 Laſtly, an 
Alderman 13 a Name of greater Honor, . and 
of a Superior Station z but theſe are diffe. 
renccs only in degrce, in dignity, .and in 
duration, not in Nature 3 but as to the Re. 
preſentation it (clt, the delegation and the 
cruſt repoſed, tho in a lower Sphere, they 
are plainly and manitelily the ſame in 
both. 

Ninthly, If it be demanded, why was 
not a new Eled&ion of Aldermen app :inted, 
as well as of Common=Council- Men ; the An- 
(wer is Elie, the Common-Comncil, barely as 
ſuch, arr annual Othcers, the A!dermen are 
perp:tual; thercfore the Common: Corncil, in 
being, at the making of this A&, was alto» 
gcther illegal, being wholly choſen lince the 
avoidance of the Charter, during which time, 
all the Procccdings arc declared, by this AQ, 
to have bren arbitrary and illega), though 
{ome of them, for particular Reaſons, con» 
tained in the Provifocs were confirmed z but 
an Alderman being perp: tual, all thoſe Al- 
dermen that were ſu before the Judgment 
given, and hayc continued to act as ſuch 
ever fincc, or are fiill ſurviving, arc con- 
hrmed, the Chartcr and Franchiſes being 
yet upon the fame bottom, and rcliorcd as 
exaGly as thy could be to the (ane fate, 
vpon which thy food, and in which they 
werz- before the aforclaid Judgmeit; and 
for this reaſon, thoſe City-Officers that were 
ſo in the fcnſe of the controver:tcd Para: 
graph, betore the Date of the Judgm.nt, 
witad have bim conimed ot courte 
by the gencral meaning and intention of 
the Act, without any cip.cial Proviſoez but 
that in fuch Calts abandans cautels nai 
R'cut , the Act cou'd not be tov cautious 
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too expreſs in an Affair upon which the 
Subfiltence and Livelihood of fo many Per- 
ſons and Families depended, but now as for 
thole Aldermen who were made fo, or took 
upon themſelves to appear and act as ſuch, 
fince the bringing of the Judgment, their 
Choice: being vicious and detcCtive in irs 
Root, and they not teing confirmed by any 
ſpecial Provilo, or ſo much as named in it, 
they are diſcarded of courle, and the vacant 
Wards arc ot courle to center upon a new 
Choice, when we have ſeen what Vacancics 
there {till xemain, attcr the old and righttul 
Aldermen, that ccaſcd to a& tor the Reaſons 
that have been given, have reaſſumed their 
Gowns, 

Tenthly, If ic be till furthcr demanded, 
why is not the time afſigned for hlling up 


the Vacancics in the Court of Aldermen, it 


any ſuch there be, or ſhall happen to be at- 
ter the reſtitution of the old Poflefiirs to 
their reſpc&ive Places- upon the Bench 3 as 
it is in the Caſe of Common-Comicil- Men, 
whoſe El.Ction was appointed to be upon 
the Tenth of Fare, in the Ycar 16g0o, the 
Anſwer to this likewiſe is very plain and 
ealie, and it is this: 

Upon the reſtitution of the Charter, the 
Parliament defigning a new Common-Corncil, 
a new Lord Mayor, and new Sheriffs, there 
was a neccihty that che time ſhould be al- 
ligned, otherwiſe the preſert mult have gone 
on in their reſpcFive Trutis and Charg:s, 
(or elle there muli have bcen no ſuch Ofh- 
cers at all, ncither Lord Mayor, nor Sheriffy, 
nor Common Comncil) till the uſual timz, win 
luch Ofhcers were wont, according, to the 
anclent Cufioms cf the City to be choſen 
tor thoſe ancient Cuſtoms being now re- 
liorcd by this very Ac, they conld not be 
altered in any particular inſtance without a 
ſpecial Provito 4 but in the 41dermean it was 
quite otherwiſe z when ever a Vacarcy hap- 
pens, Iet it be at what time of the Year it 
will, the dettitute Ward may proceed to 3 
dew Preſ.ntation, and the Court of 4lder- 
mens acceptance of a Perf'in preſented by 
pm, compicats ily: Cricmony of his In- 


veltiture into that Office and Station 3 (0 
that there was no need to appoint a time 
tor the Ele&ion of Aldermen, and therefore 
it was not done. 

Elcventhly, But now becauſe our Adver- 
ſarics will needs be asking of Quefijons, let 
us return the Curiofity on our parts, and 
ask them a few which they may conſider 
of at their lcifurc; in the mcan time, be- 
cauſe our hands are in at anſwering as well 
as asking, we will give them ſuch Anſwers 
as we think molt proper, and let tham it 
they do not like them, aftord us ſome that 
arc better, 

Srejſt, 1, What is the reaſon why the 
City arc cnjoincd by this At of Parliament, 
to proceed to a new Elcttion of Lord Mayor. 
Sheriffs, Chamberlain, and Common-Council, 
at the times ther:in particularly ſpecified and 
appointed, 

Anſw. It was certainly, beſides the ille- 
gality of the former Choice, that they did 
not Itke the Perfons choſen, otherwile it 
would have bcen very irrational, not to con- 
hem them till the uſual times of Elc&ion of 
fuch Officers, but on the contrary to put fo 
great a Body into a Ferment and Coitraft 
within it (clt, jult at the time when the 
King was going upon his Ih Expedition, but 
that thcy detigincy to pat 1 Governinent ct 
the City, in Þ43 abf{cnce 1; 79 vefter and later 
tand:,ad chr 1::deed was a very good reaions, 

Beit. 2. \Viat was th? reaton, that it 
there had been no E!.ction ot the Othcers 
aforc (aid at thy tiv.cs aprointed, it was pro- 
vided that the &'s ones thould continue till 
the uiuil times ct El:ct in ard no longer, 
that were in p A:than of thr refpective 
Charges at the tune of the Judgment givens 

Anſw. Thc. rcalon was very p'ain there 
was a F:qion in the City that had bean 
{izangely bt: d, ,orvithliancing thor boalte 
cd Numbers, in the ElEtion of Mcmbers 
to ſerve in this pritont ]ariament, which 
the Pertyrs ti vw [U IMNNCY the Poli at 
the new Elections tov the Otiicers appointed 
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fnld fucceed in any new competition, 
it was ſi{p:&ed by the Parliament, that 
the Perfons in pollution would have in- 
liicd up'n that, and would have declined 
a Choice; but this, -if it were not a pro- 
bable, yet it was at leaſt a poſſible thing, 
and a pollivility of ſuch conlequence, as 
delerved a Clauſe parpolely to be infcited, 
ro obyiate and prevent the poſſible In- 
con cnizr.cics that might ariſe from it; 
and -this was a further indication how 
dicp'y in Love that gicat Afſembly was 
with the priclent Manzgers and management 
ot the City Aſtaus., 

Queft. 3. A tizud Queſtion to be ſtarted is, 
firce in cal: of new ElcCtions, the old Oth- 
cers before the Judgment given, were to 
continue out the remainder of their time, 
(that time which they ſerved aiterwards not 
b ing rckoned in Law as any part of their 
Year ) what was the 1ealun they were to 
cortinuc no longer, notwithſtanding in cafe 
of a new EleAion they were to go on 
through the whole next Year ? 

Anſw, The Anſwer to this is vesy calic 
a'ſoz thzy dil not think ht to continue 
them anothcr Year, who had already to all 
intcrts 2:.d pucpolcs of Action, Trouble, 
and Charge, ferved one whole Year and a- 
bout four Months alre.dy. Let the World 
jadge now, if this be a good Avtwer z whe- 
ther they intended that the preſent pre- 
ecnded Ayr ſhould continue for threc 
Years fuccethvely together? Or whether tizere 
were not a plain amends in fuch a Proviloc 
zs this, by waich he is tacitly bari'd from 
hoid'ng ary longer ? 

And now from all this, I think there is 
nothing more evident than theſe two things. 

Firlt, The Ald:rmen, (o called tince the 
avoilancc of the Charter, arc made no Al- 
dermen by the rcftitution of if, 

Secondly, That Sir 7. P. upon theſe Prin- 
ciples is no Alder ®n, and that by conſe- 
quence he is no Lors Mayorz which two 
things arc (o plain by the expreſs Letter , 
and by the Latert z but yet notwithiiand 
ing clear and undeniable intention of the 


A& of Parliament, that nothing can be 
more, 

But tho nothing can be more plain than 
this is, and tho one Demonliration be as 
goud as a thouland, yet to fumm up all, 
and that ih: Gentlemen concerned may not 
complain they have rot their Meaſure, tho 
they have their Weight, I will add one Ar- 
gument farther, and ir ſhall be taken from 
a Paragraph, pag. 106. of this A&, which [ 
will here tranſcrib:. 


And be it cnacted by the Anthozity 
afo2cſaid, that all Charters, Letterg, 
Patents, and G2ants fo2 inco2pozat- 
11g the Citizens and Commonalty of 
the ſaid City, o2 any of them, and 
all Charters, Grants, Letters, Pa- 
tents, and Commiſſions ; touching o2 
concerning any of their Libertics oz 
Feanchiſes ; o2 the Liberties, P2ivi- 
lcges, Franchiſes, Jmmunities, &c. 
Of the Mapoz, and Commonaltp, 
and Citizens of the City of London ; 
Wade o2 Gzanted to any Perſon 0; 
Perſons whatſoever ; by the Late 
King Charles Il, fince the late Judg- 
ment given ; o2 bp the Late King 
James 11, be, 8nd are hereby declazed 
and adjudged null and void, to all in 
tents and purpoſes whatſoever, 


The plain and clear Laference to be made 
from which is this, if thoſe Gentlemen, that 
have affumed to themſelves, the Stile and 
Dignity of Aldermen, ſince the avoidance of 
the City Charter, do hold by virtue of the 
aforclaid Letters, Patents, &c, For Incorpo- 
rating the Citizens and Commonalty of the 
ſaid City, then their Authority is null and 
void; becauſe the Letters, Patents, under 
which they hold, are declared ard adjudg- 
cd to be fo, unlcls they can ſhew ſome par 
ticular Proviſos, that may ſccure them from 
this general Clauſe; which I think, I have 
{uſſi-icotly proved they cannot do 3 Of It 
there be any Authority they can pretend tor 
themſelves 3 let them thew it, and keep thu 
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Gowns on as long as they plcaſe 3 but if 
they do not (ſhew it, off they go, and (hall 
beon again, when the Law and a new Choice 
pleaſeth, not before. 

But ſome may obj: & and ſay, Gaim xgads 
'Advvis ; what (hall we do for a Lord Mayor, 
if Sir T. P. be none, 1 anſwer Sir F. R. is 
certainly the Man 3 tor he was preſented 
together with the other to the Court of 4l- 
dermen 5 and though they pitched by Ma- 
jority upon the former 3 yet fince one of 
theſe two muli of neceflity be returned back 
again tv the Common Hall, let them chuſe 
who they will ; the. incapacity of the one 
implies, and infers the choice of the other, 
the Common Hall preſented Sir T. P. as an 
Alderman in competition 3 and the Aldermen 
by ſaeh another miltake accepted him, as 
ſuch, if they had protelied againit the Pre- 


ſentation of an unqualified Perſon 3 which 
a Court of Aldermen (o Modelled were not 
like to do, the Commons muſt have preſent- 
ed another in order to a Choice 3 but not 
having made any ſuch exception, ard hav- 
ing but ove whom they could legally chule, 
the crror on both hands, as well of the 
Commons, as the Ccurt of Aldermen, dce- 
volves and fixes the unqueſtionable Right 
upon the only Legal pretender of the two. 

Neither doth it ignite any thing in, this 
caſe, that many of the Court of Aldermen 
themſcives, had in Law no right to fic 
there; fur if they had b:cn nevei fo legal- 
ly quality'd, yet an unqualify'd Perſon be- 
ing preſentcd ro them, they could not chule 
him, and the choice would ot courſe hay; 
devolvcd npon the other. 


POS T- 


- —Cﬀnr  —————— — 


, Ro _ " 
———_m_——__ - 


- —_ . _ 
= 
II DCC 
SE LO ww ow ez = 
- 


POST-SCRIPT, 


Concerning the 


nHoSr1I1 ALS 


 & HE confirming Clauſe for Oft- 
cers running thus , all Officers 
and Miniſters of the ſaid City, &*c. 
Or 1n the Borough of Southwark &*c. 
it hath been argued from thence, 
that the ejected Officers of the Ho- 
ſpital of St. Thomas, are by this Clauſe 
reſtored ; but theſe Men do not con- 
ſider, that it was the defign of this 
Act, to reltore the Ancient Privile- 
ges and Immunities of the City, not 
to abridge any thing of that un- 
doubted Right of Viſtration, which 
the King had by A& of Parliament 3 
and by the grant of King Edward VI. 
while the Charter {tood, neither are 
they Chartcr Officers, oft whom this 
whole Paragraph is meant, but Oth- 
cers and Servants at pleaſure 3 that 
may be turned out, as well without 
a reaſon, as with one by the Power 
that placed them there ; only it the 
King be the Supreme Viſitor, as the 
Sun 1s not more bright, than 1t 1s 


clear that he 1s: then the Officers of 


his placing, cannot be ejected by a 
Subordinate Power, much lefs can 
they replace thoſe, whom he hath 
<jected 53 which would render his 


Power and Right of Viſitation con- 
temptible and vain; beſides that, tho 
the King be the Judge of the Cauſes 
of Viſitation; otherwiſe he ſhall not 
viſit, but when others pleaſe, yet the 
Reaſons are notorious for which he 
did it; one had juſtify'd the Mur- 
ther of "his Father; and all of them 
as well Officers, as Governors gene- 
rally (peakiny, were Diſlenters from 
the Church of England ; Enemies to 
Monarchy ; Perſons dilaffected both 
to Church and State; and I hope, 
theſe were ſufhcient grounds for 2 
King, not to ſuffer ſuch to be fed and 
maintained in his own Houfe. A Pa 
piſt, whether Governor or Officer; 
I ſuppoſe, it will be granted may be 
lawtully eje&ted out of that Trult 
and Station z and why ſhould then 
a Diſſenter, or a Favourer and Abet- 
ter of that Intereſt be permitted, when 
they are both Enemies to the eſt»bliſh'd 
Church; and the Dillenter . is Ike- 
wiſe an Enemy to the Monarchy ot 
Exzland, to which the Papiit, ro give 


the Devil his due, 15 4 Friend; 45 | 


well asto the Epiſcopal Form of G0 
l L ' hx 
vernment in the Church ; though : 
loads 
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loads and clogs both with ſuch dan- 
erous Innovations, that we cannot 
accept of thoſe bleſſings upon his 
terms. 
Again, p. 10g. of the faid Act it 
is provided , that all Leaſes and 
Grants of any Lands, ©&«c. made by 
or upon pretence of any Grant or 
Commiſſion by their Late Majetties ; 
being made for juſt and valuable 
conſiderations 3 and whereupon the 
old accultomed yearly rent, or more 
hath been reſerved, payable into the 
Chamber or Bridg-houic, or any of 
the Hoſpitals of the ſaid City, Ge. 
ſhall be as good and valid, as it the 
ſame had been made by the Mayor 
and Commonalty , and Citizens of 
the ſaid City, under their Common 
Seal, &*c. by which it may ſecm to 
be implyed, that the Hoſpitals are 
lo cloſeiy and infecparably united 
to the City and its Charter, that 
the ſaid Charter bcing illegally ſciz- 
edinto the Kings Hinds, Cas this Act 
declares) all Leaſes made, and other 
Atts done by the Commiſſion under 
the Broad. Seal were Illegal, and con- 
lequently the tenant, had no ſuff- 
cient ſecurity by any. ſuch Grant or 
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Leaſe. To which, Ianſwer, that this 
was really, and is {till the Opinion 
of a great many, that this was the 
caſe; and therefore, ſince Indemni- 
ties can never be too full or ample, 
the ſcruples of ſuch Men , and the 
inconveniences in the Adminiſtration 
of the Hoſpital , that might ariſe 
from them, were provided for ex 
abundanti by this Clauſe 3 where there 
was no abſolute neceſfity : Secondly, 
though as to the Commiſtion, there 
was no queſtion , but that the Ads 
done by it, (ſo far as concerned the 
Hoſpital:,in which the King had Right 
of viliting under the Broad-Seal ) 
being otherwiſe materially Legal in 
themſelves, were likewiſe ſo as to 
the Authority from whence they 
ſprung 3 yet the caſe was altered up- 
on the Diſſolution of the Commiſht- 
on, by the &j-&ed Aldermen and Go- 
vernors, being reſtored without the 
reſtitution of the City, Charter, ſo 
that thcre was now no Legal Autho- 
rity at all; and therctore, this Pros 
viſoe was neceſſary, with retcrence 
to thoſe Leaſes or Grants, which had 
been made during that time. 


